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 More than three out of every four students have had alcohol by the end of high school.!
 More than half of 12th-graders and a fifth of 8th-graders have been drunk at least once.*

* In recent surveys of high school students, 93 percent of 12th-graders and 64 percent of
8th-graders reported that alcohol is “fairly” or “very” easy to get.?

* Research has indicated that the typical way underage youth procure alcohol is at parties
where parents and other adults have left them unsupervised.?

* Sixty-five percent of underage youth who drink reported obtaining alcohol from family
and friends.?

* Alcohol is linked with an estimated 5,000 deaths in people under age 21 each year — more
than all illegal drugs combined.*

* Adolescent drinkers perform worse in school, are more likely to fall behind, and show
increased risk of social problems, depression, suicidal thoughts, and violence.?

* Any administrator, teacher, coach, or individual, as well as the school could be held
accountable if an underage drinking incident occurs that is related to a school program or
event.
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